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1840. " In the year 1840, the political agent at Sehore (165) submitted a proposal for the reformation of the Bhopal contingent., which was approved of by the Governor General. The late Brigadier Anquetil, (166), was consulted as to the re-organization of the corps. The Nuwab agreed to increase the tribute (167) paid for its maintenance from 130,000 to 138,000 rupees, in order to forward the completion of the projected reforms. The Cavalry were reduced from 300 to 256 sabres, and the Infantry from 653 to 528 fighting men, making a total of 784 men. (168) The Infantry were thenceforth to have muskets instead of matchlocks, and an increased rate of pay. There were two guns attached to the corps. The corps to be commanded by*a European commandant assisted by an Adjutant/' (169)
It has been stated by Sir John Malcolm, (170) alluding to the exercise of authority by the Minister, that " The history of Bhopal, while this system continued, consists in the proceed-
(165)    The late Mr. Wilkinson, of the Madras Civil Service.
(166)    Killed in the retreat from Cabool in January, 1842.
(167)    Or rather the contingent was kept up (must be understood)  in lieu  of paying  tribute ;   though the   125,000 rupees proposed as tribute was given up in 1818.
(168)    The original   numbers  were   Cavalry 600 and infantry 400, or total 1,000 men.   The reform made the 784 men, with muskets, a more efficient corps than before; particularly with the addition of the guns.
(169)    Gazetteer.
(170)    Page 365.
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